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Purposes For Prayer

I. Intimacy With God

Thus says the Lord: Do not let the wise boast in their wisdom, do not let the mighty boast in their might, do not let the wealthy boast in their wealth; but let those who boast, boast in this, that they understand and know me, that I am the Lord; I act with steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.

Jeremiah 9:23,24

1. His desire is _____intimacy______.

2. Our need is  _____intimacy______.

3. Examples of Intimacy

Old Testament

1. Moses beholds God’s glory


2. David thirsts for God


Exodus 33:9-11




Psam 62:1,2

New Testament

1. Mary chooses the “one thing needful”

2. Paul’s deepest desire


Luke 10:38-42





Phillipians 3:7-11

4. The Character of Intimacy with God

More Formation than Information
 - Hebrews 10:16

More Environment than Event

 - 2 Corinthians 2:14

More Process than Product

 - Philemon 1:6

More Delight than Duty


 - Psalm 37:3,4

· The prayer of the righteouse is powerful and effective.

James 5:16

II. Power/Impact

Example 1

Exodus 17:8-16

The most powerful weapon on earth is _______prayer_______.

Example 2

Mark 9:14-19

The disciples were _______powerless____  because they were _______prayerless___.

Example 3

Appropriating God’s power through prayer

Propets:

Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known

Jeremiah 33:3

Gospels:

For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.

Matthew 19:26

· God’s power is released by prayer.  Yet, we are not here to exalt prayer but the God who answers it.

Epistles:

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.  And this is the boldness we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained the requests made of him.

1 John 5:13-15

· Link between intimacy and power: understanding who God is, how he works, and what he desires to do.

III. Divine Guidance

Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise.  The Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing; and he will show him greater works than these, so that you will be astonished.”

John 5:19-20

Basis: Jesus used prayer to discern the mind and will of God for his life and ministry.

Example 1: to discern P urpose__________________ . (why?)

Example 2: to discern S trategy _________________ . (how?)

Example 3: to discern P eople___________________ . (by whom?)

Example 4: to discern O bstacles_________________ . (against what?)

Prayer is __scripture claiming_______________________________ . 

The plan for Christ’s mission is the same for the Christian’s mission.

God-breathed scripture illumined through prayer provides clear guidance.

God reveals how each person is to prayer to him.

Divine guidance comes from claiming what God has promised in his Word.

Listening in Prayer

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.  Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.  The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.

Isaiah 50:4-5

God is the I ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​nitiator_____________________ .

We are the R esponders_________________ .
I. How God Speaks

1. The ___Word_____ of ____God_______. Romans 10:17

2. The ___Spirit_____ of God.  Psalm 32:8; John 16:13-15; Acts 16:6,7

3. The ___counsel________ of others.  Proverbs 11:14

4. The ___circumstances____ of life.  2 Corinthians 2:12

5. Common ____sense___ .  1 Chronicles 22:6-10

6. On rare occasions God has spoken and may continue to speak through __visions__ (Acts 10:3), ___dreams____ (Acts 16:9), and ___angles___ (Acts 1:10).

II. How to listen to God’s speech.

1. ___Ask___ God to speak.

2. Be alert in ___seasons___ of prayer not ___seconds___ .
3. ___Stop___ talking after each section of prayer (for example, adoration, confession, etc…) and ___listen___ .
4. ___Record___ responses, whether you think it’s God or your subconscious.
5. ___Trial___ and ___error___ is a part of learning to listen.
· Prayer is meant to be dynamic dialogue rather than monotonous monologue.

III.  How to know it is God who speaks

1. ___Consider___ it in light of the Word of God.

2. ___Certify___ it in light of the will of God.

3. ___Confirm___ it in real life situations

· The creative tension of the Christian life is discerning if it is God speaking or some other voice.

Prayer Practicum 1

We will purpose to be quiet before the Lord in order to enter into an intimate relationship with him, hear from him, and speak to him concerning our lives and our ministry.

Centering prayer (contemplative prayer) is for those who want more—infinitelyl more.  It is for those who dare to believe that they are made to be intimate with God and the bearers of his life and love in this world.  It is for those who truly love themselves, love themselves enough to put first things first:  to give God this time, to give themselves this time in God, so that they can give to others quality time that is loving and creative.

· Basil Pennington

First Session Assignment

Spend 5 – 10 minutes thinking about this before the next session.

Answer this question:

If prayer is such a beneficial activity in my life, why do I pray so little?  What seems to hinder my life of prayer?

Hindrances To A Successful Prayer Life

(What stops an effective prayer life?)

So, could you not stay awake with me one hour?  Stay awake and pray that you man not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Matthew 25:40b, 41

1. Wrong power ___source___ .

Crux:  A declaration of ___dependence___ .  – Matthew 6:7,8

2. ___Unbelief___ .  James 1:6-8
The contrast between the two views of reality

	Western

Supernatural World

Natural

West thinks of the East as superstitious.
	Eastern

Supernatural World

Natural

East thinks of the West as spiritually shallow


· Key:  The difference is the way people view ___reality___ .

3. Cherished ___sin___ .
Psalm 66:18; Ezekiel 14:1-6; Isaiah 59:1,2

4. Sense of ___unworthiness___ .
Revelation 12:10,11; Romans 12:1-3; Hebrews 4:14-16
5. Unresolved ___conflict in relationships___ .
Matthew 5:23,24; 1 Peter 3:7
6. Wrong ___motives___ .
James 4:3
7. Satanic ___attack/interference___ .
Daniel 10:7-15

· Interruption

· Drowsiness

· Wandering thoughts
8. Unanswered ___prayer___ .
God’s answers (1 John 5:11-13):
a. _Yes____________________
b. _No____________________
c. _Wait___________________
d. __progressively___________
e. _has a better idea__________
9. Disregard for the ___poor___ . Proverbs 21:13
10. Lack of ___thankfulness___.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
11. Failure to ___persevere___ . Luke 18:1-8
12. Other ___priorities___
Six Essentials From The Lord’s Prayer

Pray then in this way:  Our father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come.  Your will be ond, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And do not bring us into the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one.  For belonging to you always are the kingdom, power and eternal glory.  Amen

Matthew 6:9-13
· Out father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

1 Upward: Praise

Adoration:
Acknowledging God for ___who he is___ .

Definition:
an irresistible attraction which evokes an involuntary action.

Synonym:
“___to kiss towards___”

Scripture: Psalm 68:19; 99:9; 27:8; 66:4; 45:11; 96:9; 138:2; Matthew 2:11

Thanksgiving:  Acknowledging God for ___what he’s done___

Definition: 
an exercise in re-focusing.

Synonym:
“___to shine___”

Scripture: Psalm 100:4; 103:1-5; 63:1-7; 107:8,9; 134:1-3; 73:28; 71:14,15; Philippians 4:4-6; Psalm 29:2

· Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

2 Outward: Intercession

Claiming for ___others___


Definition: to care by prayer


Synonym: “___go-between___”

Scripture: 1 Samuel 12:23; Ezekiel 22:29-31; Luke 22:31-32; Acts 4:23-31; Acts 12:1-7; Romans 15:30; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Timothy 2:1,2; Hebrews 10:19-25

Pray for:

1. Family, ___friends___, associates, and ___neighbors___. Matthew 9:37-38

2. ___Salvation___ of those who do not know Christ.  1 Timothy 2:1-4

3. ___Church___ and church ___leaders___ .  John 17:23; Hebrews 13:7,8)

4. World ___missions___.  Matthew 28:19

5. World ___leaders___ .  1 Timothy 2:@

6. World ___need___.  (They will and kingdom be done on earth)  Matt 6:10

Overview of an Intercessor’s Week

(Examples of how to organize intercession)

Journaling

Listing

· Give us this day our daily bread.

3 Inward: Supplication

Claiming for ourselves ___what he promises to provide___ (supply).

Definition: to appropriate his resources.

Synonym: “___to petition___”

Scripture: Psalm 25:21,22; 69:6; 73:25,26; 116:17,18; 130:5,6; 145:16; Philippians 4:19

· Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

4 Inward: Confession

Acknowledging ourselves for ___who we are___.

Definition: a lesson in contrasts

Synonym: “___to agree with God___”

Scripture: Numbers 5:6, 7a; 2 Chronicles 6:24,25; Job 11:13,14; Psalm 32:1-5; 51:1-7; 66:18; 139:23,24; Matthew 5:23,24

· And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one,

5 Outward: Intervention

Claiming God’s ___victory/action against the evil one___ .

Definition: to pray against the work of spiritual forces of evil.

Synonym: “___to take a counter offensive___”

Scripture: Exodus 17:9-13; 2 Kings 19:1-19, 35-37; 2 Chronicles 13:18; 14:10,11; 20:1-23; Psalm 30:1; John 16:33; Romans 8:37; Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 John 5:4,5; Revelation 20:7-10

Three Types of Defensive Intervention Prayer

1. P___rotection___ . John 17:15

2. R ___esist___ James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-9

3. D ___eliverance___ Matthew 6:13

· For your is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

6 Upward: Celebration

Go your way, eat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved for the joy of the Lord is your strength.

Nehemiah 8:10

Definition: to enjoy Jesus

Synonym: “___to rejoice___”

Scripture: Esther 9:18-22; Psalm 9:2; 32:11; 48:1,2,11; 97:1; 100; 106:1-5; 118:24-29; 149:1-5; Philippians 4:4

Assignment

Use this page as a guide for your own prayer life

	Essential
	Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13

	Praise/Thanksgiving and Adoration
	

	
	

	Confession
	

	
	

	Supplication
	

	
	

	Intercession
	

	
	

	Intervention
	

	
	

	Celebration
	

	
	

	
	

	Comments
	

	
	


Prayer Practicum 2

Tarrying for an hour

The Leaders and Prayer

I Praying Leaders

All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women.

Acts 1:14

What keeps leaders from Prayer

The sin of ___prayerlessness___:

1. Promotes ___self sufficiency___

2. Depletes ___self___ of spiritual ___power___ .

3. Leaders have difficulty maintaining a ___devotional___ life.

· Jesus seemed to pray not from a sense of ought or should be more from a compelling want.

The Model of the Master

a. At the inauguration of ministry.


Matthew 4:1-11

b. After a rugged day of ministry.


Mark 1:35

c. Before choosing the twelve.



Luke 6:12

d. After healing the leper and to avoid adulation.
Luke 5:16

e. After hearing of John’s death



Matthew 14:13

f. After feeding the 5,000 and healing all day

Matthew 14:23

g. Before revealing himself as Messiah


Luke 9:18

h. With those he was discipling



Luke 9:28,29

i. Before teaching the Lord’s prayer


Luke 11:1

j. Before he endured the cross



Luke 22:39-41

The values of a Prayer Centered Life

1. ___Provision___ of direction.

2. ___Freedom___ from being led by one’s own neurosis and others’ wants.

3. ___Strengthen___ all relationships as we learn to listen and be ___sensitive___.

4. We ___accomplish___ more because we work more effectively and efficiently.

5. ___Inspires___ preaching, teaching and ministry results.

6. ___Spirit___-filled lives exemplifying the character of Christ.

· Being precedes doing

See Matthew 7:28-29

II The Prayer Network

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.  Pray for us; we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things.

Hebrews 13:7,18

Why Leaders need a Prayer Network

a. Leaders are constantly under ___attack___.  Luke 4:1-13; Acts 13:49-51

b. Leaders are targeted for ___destruction___ . 2 Corinthians 8:8-9

c. Leaders cannot ___survive___ alone.   Ephesians 6:18-20

d. Leaders are set apart to ___stand___ in the ___gap___ but are ___human___. Exodus 17:8-13; Ezekiel 22:30

Biblical Example of Prayer Support Networks

Old Testament

1. Moses (Exodus 17:8-13)

Network: ___Aaron___, ___Hur___, ___Joshua___ .

2. David (2 Samuel 23:8-39, 21:15-17)

Network: ___mighty men___ .

3. Daniel (Daniel 2:14-18)

Network: ___Shadrack___, ___Mishack___, ___Abednego___.

New Testament

1. Peter (Luke 22:31,32

Network: ___Jesus and the church___

2. Paul (Romans 15:30-32; Ephesians 6:18,19; Colossians 4:3,4; 2Thess 3:1)

Network: ___the church___

3  The Development of a Prayer Network

Intercessory Prayer Team

1. ___Ask___ God for the right people.

2. ___Tell___ people of your need.

3. Ask God for a ___chief___ ___intercessor___

4. ___Communicate___ with your network regularly

5. ___Pray___ for your prayer team.

Types of Intercessors

Intimate.  Chief and mighty intercessors: those with whom you will have closest and most intimate relationships.  People who are called to prayer and called to pray for you regularly.

Casual.  Those with whom you have less contact and thus with whom you share less often due to separation.  People who are committed to prayer and called to pray for you regularly.

Remote.  Those who will pray for you more because of your position than because of a relationship.  You may not even know some of these persons.  They will be lead to pray for you on occasion.

Charactersitics of persons called to intercessory prayer:

1. Pray longer than most.  Acts 10:9-10

2. Gift of intercession/faith.  Stephen Acts 6:8

3. Love to pray.  Ephesians 1:16

4. Pray with intensity.  Ephesians 6:18

5. Prayer as a dialogue not monologue.  Acts 9:10-16

6. Often see dramatic results.  Acts 19:11-12

7. May suffer greatly.  Acts 9:16, 16:22-24

· Leaders must be surrounded, under girded, and empowered through the perpetual protection of persevering, protracted prayer.

The Church and Prayer

When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness.  Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul.

Acts 4:31, 32a

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving be made for everyone.

1 Timothy 2:1

Giving primacy to prayer is a primary work of the local and worldwide church. 

Acts 6:4; 2 Thessalonians 3:1,2

Introduction:

Prayer promotes a spirit of __________________________

and ____________________.



Matthew 6:8; Acts 2:42; Acts 4:31; James 5:16

It precipitates a spirit of the following within the church and within the world:

R ______________________,

R ______________________,

R ______________________,

R ______________________,

R ______________________,

2 Chronicles 7:14; Nehemiah 1:4-10; Daniel 9:3-19; Colossians 1:9-14; Ephesians 1:17-23; Ephesians 3:14-21

The Role of the Remnanat is to be “spiritual yeast”.

Judges 7; Jeremiah 23:3; Ezra 9:8; Zechariah 8:12

God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things.

The Role of Prayer in the Recent History of The Church

The role of prayer in past spiritual awakenings

a. Late 18th century America: moral and spiritual slump (c. 1750)

i. Please for concerted, united, sustained prayer

ii. Second Great Awakening: (c1800)  Missionary, evangelistic, and educational reform movements.

Mid-19th century (c. 1850)

b. 1858: New York City noon prayer meetings

c. D. L. Moody

Early 20th century (c 1900)

d. Prayers for awakening

e. Welsh revival

f. Azusa Street

g. Korea

Mid-20th century (c. 1950)

h. Los Angeles, Billy Graham

i. West Coast, Jesus movement

A New Movement of Prayer in the World?

Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant.  For your sake, O Lord, look with favour on your desolate sanctuary.  Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name.  We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy.  O Lord, listen!  O Lord, forgive!  O Lord, hear and act!  For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because the city and your people bear your Name.

Daniel 9:17-19

Examples:

a. Concerts of Prayer International

b. Prayer Summits movement

c. Mission America Prayer Track

d. Jesus Walks

e. National Prayer Committee

f. Lighthouses of Prayer

g. See You at the Pole

Unprecedented…

h. In numbers

i. In breadth

j. In scope

k. In strategy

l. In leadership

Developing A Praying Church

Declare Prayer the ministry _____________________________.

Acts 1

What Jesus began he __________________(1:1), using those who ______________ (1:4) 

for the promised _________   ___________ (1:6) by _______________  

_______________ and continually (1:14).

Acts 6:1-7

Prayer as the leaderships’ _________________.

Acts 10-11

Prayer leading to new __________________________.

Acts 13

Prayer leading to new ___________________ .

Cultivate prayer that is Christ-exalting, Kingdom-seeking, and Body-unifying.

Acts 4:24-35

The Church must be a _____________________ community, not a 

__________________  association.

A Prayer Pattern for the Local Church

1. ________________________ (personal prayer)

Acts 9:11,40-42; Acts 10:2-4,9

2. ________________________ (small group prayer)

Acts 3:1; 20:36

Prayer team to provide intercession over the whole church

Make prayer a priority in these groups

Men’s groups


Women’s groups

Leadership group


boards/committees

Staff meetings

Pastor’s prayer team

Prayer triplets

3. ________________________ (larger group)

a. Prayer in worship and Sunday School settings.

b. Congregational functions and special prayer events like all nights of prayer.

4. ________________________ (several groups; churches)

a. Ministerial – Prayer summit movement

b. City/area churches – concerts of prayer.

Matthew 9:37,38; 1 Thessalonians 4:2; Matthew 6:10; Isaiah 58:9-14

Select a ___________________ person and form a prayer  

_________________.

